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Essays on Literature and Philosophy. By Edward Caird, M. A., 
LL.D., Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Glasgow, 
Late Fellow and Tutor of Maston College, Oxford, author of The 
Critical Philosophy of Immanuel Kant. New York, Macmillan & Co., 
1892. — 2 vols., pp. viii, 267, 287. 

These volumes are made up of a number of essays, mostly on literary 
subjects, which have already appeared in the monthly magazines, of the 
two articles contributed to the Encyclopedia Britannica on Cartesian- 
ism and Metaphysic, and of a lecture now published for the first time on 
Carlyle. The fin>t volume is devoted to literature ; it treats of Dante, 
Goethe, Rousseau, Wordsworth, and Carlyle, besides containing a lec- 
ture on the Problem of Philosophy at the Present Time. The second 
volume contains the two Britannica articles. 

The work throughout is essentially philosophical. In the first volume 
Professor Caird everywhere endeavors to bring out the spiritual aspect of 
poetry, to discover the fundamental ideas which the poets embodied in 
their creations. These ideas are the ultimate notions of the philosopher. 
Hence, as Professor Caird says, " Philosophy is, in the end, at one with 
poetry " (p. 63). Their method and point of departure are different, but 
they have the same goal. A consideration of the world's great poets from 
this point of view is not too common : it demands, besides philosophical 
knowledge, literary feeling and insight. It is not too much to say that 
Professor Caird has accomplished the task with admirable success. The 
essays on Rousseau and Wordsworth are especially noteworthy. 

The articles on Cartesianism and Metaphysic have been before the 
public several years. They are characterized by breadth of mind and 
grace and lucidity of style. The former, which was first published in 
1876, suffers from neglect of later literature upon the same subject. 
This is especially true of the account of Spinoza, whom Professor Caird 
treats as a mere continuation of the Cartesian philosophy, the logical 
outcome of its fundamental principles. Hence he fails to do justice to 
Spinoza's doctrine, both of substance and attribute. Spinoza's absolute 
being, we are told, is " being without determination, and not the being 
that determines itself" (pp. 366, 367). Now Spinoza does, indeed, take 
pains to free his substance from all external limitations, but only that 
it may the more completely determine itself. Professor Caird adopts 
Erdmann's view of the attributes as relative to percipient intelligence. 
But this is not to be reconciled with Spinoza's own definition : Per attri- 
butunt intelligo id quod intellectus de substantia percipit tanquam ejusdem 
essentiam eonstituens. It is only when finite things are regarded as res 
complete, as outside and over against the one substance, that they are 
illusions of the imagination. Finite things are, indeed, manifestations 
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of the one substance, but they have a reality which is not due to the 
knowing mind. Everything, in so far as it exists, endeavors to persist 
in its own being ; and this endeavor is nothing else but the actual 
essence of the thing in question. 

The work is provided with a good index and table of contents. The 
typographical appearance leaves nothing to be desired, and the mate- 
rial forms are important contributions to the treasury of human thought 

and culture. „ „ „ 

J. G. S. 

Kleine Schriften. Von Hermann Lotze. Dritter Band (Zwei 
Abtheilungen) . Leipzig, S. Hirzel, 1891. — pp. 960. 

The editor, Professor Peipers, here presents to us in two parts the 
third and last volume of Lotze's Kleine Schriften, the first two volumes of 
which were published in 1885 and 1886. This portion contains Lotze's 
Essays and other minor writings since 1 85 2, arranged mainly in chrono- 
logical order as in the earlier volumes. Two of the pieces hitherto 
unpublished, Geographische Phantasien and Pensees (fun Idiote sur Des- 
cartes Spinoza et Leibnitz, belong to a much earlier period than the 
others, and are entitled Jugendarbeiten by the editor. The remarks 
upon Leibnitz's Monadologie are especially interesting as showing its rela- 
tionship to Lotze's own system, which must have been already outlined 
at the time when this essay was written. The other papers found among 
his literary remains, which the editor has judged were intended by Lotze 
for publication, include a fragment of an Essay on Goethe, and an 
Essay on the Principles of Ethics, already published, after Lotze's death, 
by Professor Rehnisch in Nord und Sild, Bd. XXI, 1882, and, as our 
editor supposes, originally intended for the Contemporary Review. 
Two of the pieces were contributions to the works of other authors, viz. 
a preface to a book which appeared anonymously, entitled Das Evan- 
gelium der armen Seek, and a communication to C. Stumpf in reference 
to the doctrine of local signs, and which was included in Stumpf s book, 
Uber den psychologischen Ursprung der Raumvorstellung. There is 
another paper expounding his theory of local signs, La Theorie des 
Signes Locaux, reprinted from the Revue Philosophique of October, 1877. 
Of the other articles, one, Philosophy in the Last Forty Years, appeared 
in the Contemporary Review for January, 1880, and the rest in the 
Gottingen gelehrte Anzeigen. The notice of Volkmann's Psychologie 
and the Selbstanzeigen of his own Medicinische Psychologie and Mikro- 
kosmos are still extremely interesting. 

It is of course impossible, without devoting more space to the under- 
taking than is here at my command, to give any account of the content 
of these articles. But there can be no doubt that Professor Peipers has 



